NDAEYC Position Statements on Legislative Issues
Healthy Living Initiative:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action

This bill seeks general funds to support prevention wellness for early childhood and school nurses by supporting physical activity, nutrition and school nursing.

Champions: North Dakota Department of Health, NDOHC, School Nurse Association, HNDECA 
Support:  NDAEYC, NDHSA
Home Education

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action or response
North Dakota Home School Association’s draft legislation proposed that legislation removes the requirement that home education be provided in the child’s home, to remove the requirements for parental qualifications, and to remove the requirements for monitoring. 

Champion of legislation:    Supporting – North Dakota Home School Association

Opposing:  NDAEYC, NDHSA, Children’s Rights Advocates?

InfantSee Program:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action

The InfantSee Program is voluntary – parents have to sign up but it’s in a packet with so much information that it’s often overlooked by new parents in the hospital.
Champions:  NDAEYC, Department of Human Services

Support:  NDHSA
Mandatory New Born Hearing Screenings:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action

A current federal grant is ending and this grant has been very successful in identifying children early with hearing issues.  Prevention is important for young children. 

Champions: NDAEYC, Department of Human Services

Support:  NDHSA
Medicaid Waiver for Children with Autism:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action
The Medicaid waiver would be for up to 15 children with diagnosed autism.  

Champions: Department of Human Services

Support:  NDHSA
North Dakota Century Code Revision:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action
Revisions to the North Dakota Century Code section for child care is being proposed by the Department of Human Services.   

Champions: Department of Human Services

ND Early Childhood Professional Development Plan “Growing Futures” 2009:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action or response
The interest of the early childhood field as a whole are also important; North Dakota needs well trained professionals who demonstrate the skills and knowledge to increase the professionalism of child care providers.  This will include the Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) and mandate background checks for child care workers.
Champion of legislation:
Growing Futures Subcommittee, CCR&R, NDCCPI, 
Pre-Kindergarten:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action or response
Pre-Kindergarten legislative authority will be given to DPI.  At this time, it is anticipated that the state will fund two half-days of Pre-K with school districts providing any additional funding as part of their normal funding structure. North Dakota is one of the last states to provide parents a choice of Pre-Kindergarten.   
Champion of legislation:
DPI, NDHSA

Opposing:  NDCCPI
Ronald McDonald Care Mobile:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action

This bill seeks $200,000 of general fund dollars to support the on-going maintenance of the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile which will bring dental services to children and families in rural, dental shortage areas.

Champions: NDOHC, Department of Health

Support:  NDHSA
State Children’s Health Insurance Program:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action
Governor Hoeven has proposed increasing the SCHIP eligibility from 150% to 200% of federal poverty guidelines.  A family of four with an annual gross income of $42,400 would now qualify for SCHIP.   
Champions: Department of Human Services

Department of Early Childhood:

Support

Oppose

Watch- no action
Begin the discussion to develop a Department of Early Childhood within the state governmental structure.  Many states already have a Department of Early Childhood.  Here’s the general idea:  The Department of Early Childhood would be a state-wide resource and “house” programs that serve children from birth to age 8.  Some examples are:  Infant Development (Department of Human Services – DHS); Head Start – DHS; Child Care – DHS; Preschool Special Needs (Department of Public Instruction – DPI); Early Reading First – DPI; Pre-Kindergarten (don’t have yet); Right Tracks – DHS.  The Department of Early Childhood could serve as a resource broker so, for example: if a parent has a child who may need to have their hearing checked, the Department of Early Childhood would be able to refer families to programs (North Dakota School for the Deaf) for more information.

Champions: NDAEYC, NDHSA

Early Childhood Organization Acronyms:

DPI – Department of Public Instruction (ND)

HNDECA – Healthy North Dakota Early Childhood Alliance

NDAEYC – North Dakota Association for the Education of Young Children

NDCC – North Dakota Children’s Caucus
NDCCPI – North Dakota Child Care Providers, Inc.

NDHSA – North Dakota Head Start Association

NDOHC – North Dakota Oral Health Coalition
